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PLYMOUTH CITY INDOOR ROWING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2 FEB 2011
The Primary School Championships started first with 16 Schools entered forming 29 teams with 232 students. All   individuals race for 2 minutes with the winner who rows the larges metres in that time. Elburton had won the team trophy twice and also hold the boys individual top score. With 30 races the day was busy with boys and girls racing alternately.  Early on Livvy Nel – Barker Goosewell A took the lead and was pushed all the way by class friend Abigail Baker, Livvy sprint finished and set a new female year 6 record beating the 2 year record of 445m with a 449m. The boys’ racing was just as close with Widey Court Rusiate Tuima just missing the boy’s record by 2 metres. Rusiate rowed 479metres the record stands at 481; 2metres is less than one stroke. The day finished with the team race on one machine, 4 boys and 4 girls making one team, each person rowing for 30 seconds, team work and quick change- over, make this an exciting event. The support and encouragement nearly lifted the roof off.   
Elburton took the lead only to see it change three times with Old Priory, Austin Farm and eventual winners Widey Court, Final total saw Elburton A third, Old Priory Second and Widey Court take the Primary School Championships.
The senior event followed with an open y12/13 race for 2km the Olympic distance. Tension was high with arch rivals Sam Twine Tavistock and Jacob Robert Plymstock, the lead and pace was set by WCS athlete Jacob Dawson settling into a 1.37 split. The battle was for 2-3rd between Sam and Jacob. At 300 to go Sam pushed for home with Jacob following at 250m both charged to the line to see Sam 6.40.4 and Jacob 6.41.3 9/10th settled second and third place, Jacob Dawson set a new record with 6.31.5 +107.28% holding 24 spm. The girl’s race followed suite with DHSG Amber Waters taking the lead and not being pressured Amber set a PB with 8.17.8 the race for third and forth place finished by 9/10th second with Hannah Willis Ridgeway 3rd 8.42.1. Suzy Boot DHSG 8.43.0. The boy’s year 9 race saw a head to head between Ridgeway and DHSB rowers. Jordan Lee-Evans Ridgeway sat out front for the first half and was chased to the line by Ryan Adler Ridgeway and Elliott Robinson DHSB two very different styles of rowing technique applied from the Gig rower Elliott and sliding seat rower Ryan both smooth and skilled, Elliott was not letting this upset he lead and sheer power took him over the line to win, with Elliot and Ryan behind by only 3 + 9 metres.
Chloe Brew Y10 from Coombe Dean was hoping for one medal better than her silver at the BIRC event in November. Chloe was pushed in the opening half by Zoe Blackoe Heles but stretched her lead and set a new record and PB with 1325meteres beating the old record of 1297.

The surprise of the day came at the boy’s year eight race? Favourites to win were any of the four J’s who have raced each other over the last 3 years. Jac McConaghy, Jack Clench, Jack James DHSB, Josh Wills Coombe Dean. Not today straight out front from the start James Nicholson from Longcause special School set the pace for others to chase. The other 4 J’s then had to contend with Owen Jones St Boniface who split the group. James took a comfortable first with Owen second and Jac McConaghy 3rd.
Year 7 girls’ record took a tumble with Phoebe Thomas DHSG new to rowing pushing the record to 509metres.

Results completed DHSB/G took the senior Schools title with Ridgeway second and PHSG/Longcause third. 

Kevin Sellar the event organiser would like to thank; Plymstock School for hosting the event and all the 16 volunteers who helped. Special thanks to Paul Johnson British Rowing for the sterling effort running the IT system. We do this all again on the 30 March at the County Championships.
Next event is the National Schools Championships March 3/4th London. Letters out to the students from Kevin Sellar.
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